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THE CHICAGO

LAGILH.

BIRDS OF THE SEA.
Teculiar Nests Coantructed by Merine
Filshon,

The nests bullt by some fishos nre al- |

most ns remarkable as those of birds,
A writer In describing the nest of the
semotilus =ays: I war poling my boat
along In one of the litle Hays of the
|t Lawrence River, near the Canadian
shore, when 1 eame to n plle of pebbles
orf stones, almost cone-shaped, that
reached up from the bottom at least
feur feet, coming nlmoet to the surface,
Near by 1 found another of those heaps
and In the course of the summer dis-
covered several. Almost everyone who
saw them thought they had been
thrown over from some vesssl, but one
was located on & very narrow inlet,
making this explanation Impossible,
and before long 1 discovered the vrigin
of the mound. It wasa veritable castle
of stone, welghing In all, probably,
nearly a ton, and was the nest of the

fish known very properly as the stone- |'

toter, or semotilua,

The fish was about & foot In length,
and the mest was the result, doubtless,
of several years' work. In slmost
every case the nest was off a sandy
beach, but not In the immediate vi-
cinity of stones of any kind, so each
pebble which the fish brought In Its
mwouth was tnken from a long distance,
‘suggestive of the labor represented by
the complete nest Several fish worked
at one nest, and season after season It
grew until it was, as seen, four or five
feet from the bottom, really a menace
to small boats. In the winter the top
was frozen solldly, and In the spring,
when the lce was broken up, the top
was carried away, to be rencwsd by
the fishes, that almost iInvariably drop-
ped the stones or pebbles on the top, so
that the tendency was to form a cone,
Om this stone fortress the cggs were
deposited and drifted into the Inter-
stices of the heap, the young finding
protection here from varions preda-
tory fishes until they were large enough
10 care for themselves,

One of the most singular nests made
by the birds of the sea is that of the
paradise fish—a beautiful long-finned
creature common in the streams of
sndia. I was fortunate in observing n
palr of these fishes during thoe pest-
btullding season, and saw the begin-
ning and completion of the nest, which,
s0 fur as a {ish’s nest ean be, was nes-
thetic, I was first attracted by seeing
the fish repeatedly rush to the surface,
as If to obtain alr, and this was its
object, as sinking it elected a little
sllvery bubble beneath the water,
which rose and remalned at the sup-
face. glistening with wounderful Irldes-
oense,

This operatlon was continued Indef-
inltely, and finally I noticed that the
Vbubbles were all collecting together,
forming a brilllant-hued raft an Inch
or two In diameter. Other bubbles
were released beneath these which
soonn made a raft of severul layers,
forming a consplcuous object upon the
water, flat on top and more or less
cone-shinped below,

This was the nest of the paradise fish,
in which no foreign matter was Intro-
duced, the air bubbles, with thelr dell-
cate envelope, alone constituting it
Among them the egge were Jdeposited,
and here the young were hatched and
held together until old enough to stray
away, when the nest wos deserted.
The floating nest may be compared to
that of some of the grebes that float
on the surface fastened to some weeds
and rises and goes down with the tide.

They Mixed the Bables.

Some time ago there was a dance in
A Canadian settlement for the benefit
of the settlers and thelr wives. Mont
of the married ladies had babies with
thew, whose nolsy perversity required
too much attention to allow the ladies
the full swing of thelr souls' pleasure
in the dance. Ho a number of young
men present gallantly volunteered to
watch over the refractory infants, so
that thelr mothers could indulge with-
out let or hindrance In the aweets of
the “light fantastic” exercise,

The gallant offer was read'ly and
eontidingly accepted, but no sooner had
the women left thelr dear charges to
the care of those mischievous young
rascals than they commenced stripping
the lnfants, changing the clothing, and
giving one the apparel of another, till
ull were transmogrified.

The dance and musle continned Into
the “wee sma' hours,” and then it was
time to go home. The lights were low-
ered, and each mother hurrled!y took
® baby, In the dress .of her own, and
ctarted for bome, which, in maay in-
stances, was ten or fifteen miles eway.

The following morning :here was a
prodigious row In the settlement. Moth-
ers discovered what had occurred, and
then commenced some of the tallest
female pedestriniam on record, Living
as they dld, miles apart, it required two
full days to unmix the bables, and as
many montha to restore the mothers
to their naturally eweet dlspositions.
Those young men hever veatare into
that scttlement now. ¥t wouldn't be
eafe.

Homse-Fomer of the Ocoan,
My, E. Gerlach, a merchant of Ranta
Monica, Cal., has patented a machine
ealled a wave motor, by which he pro-
poses 10 harness the ocean aud apply
the great power of its waves to practl.

cnl purposes. The proposed apparatus [

Is described by the Ban Franelsco
Chronicle as consisting priacipally of
two paddles suspended In a framework
that Is projected Into the ocean from
the hend of a pler. These transmit Ly
«ables the force given them by the
wash of the waves to & Aiy-wheel placed
equidistant from the paddles. ‘This fiy.
wheel Is continually In motion, Its aecu-
mulated force carrying It round during
the momentary lapse between the back.
ward and forward motion of the waves,
the wheel working slways in the one
direction, and from Its shaft the power
may be sent by the usual mechanical
appliances to any pluce where It s
needed,

Former attempts 1o obtaln useful |

power from the mwovement of the ocean
surface have been fallures, and It Is
thought this was because It was sought
by them to utitize the rise and fall of

the waters. The Idea In this cose is to |
obtaln power from the forward and {

backward motlon of the water, which
ia practieally continnons. The mechan-
feal arrangements permit the fywheel
to turn always in the same direction,
and the cables are made so that they

waves, & Leavy sen not affecting them.

There still remalne the fact that the
amonnt of power obtalnable varles

1 with the force of the water movetment,

%0 that It hardly Is advisable to use the
| Renerating wheels directly, Hence it I8
- proposed to use the machine to pnmp
senwnter nto the reservolrs  from

which hydranlic power could be ob-
| talned for manufacturing, generating
clectricity, or other purposes, 1t Is es-
| Yimnted that the cost of constructing
a 100:-horse power motor would be
nbout E2,000, this Including the neces.
sary supporting framework at the head
of the pler, but not the pler Iteelf. From
this statement the practical man may
be nble to form some ldea ax to the rela-
tive cost of power obtalned from the
waves, that furnished by steam belng
taken as the standard,

HER PAST.
Another One of Those Things One
Would Ruther Have Left Unsald,
8he had admired the men and though
the yoars had come and gone and she
was still Miss Brown her admiration
had not abated, say the Detrolt Free

Pross,

On the contrary It had Increased. Bhe
was of the modern woman school also,
or at least wanted people to think so
and as for herself, she thought, she was
intensely Interesting. To young Mr.
Jones she had been lately addressing
herself and young Mr. Jones didn't llke
ft a lttle bit. In fact, young Mr. Jones
usunlly fled when she appeared, but
on this oceaslon she had tnken him un-
awares and was now holding him In
hier thinll in a pretty alcove in the con-
servitory,

Just beyond them sat a pretty girl to
whom young Mr. Junes was devoted
and helonged to get over to her and oust
the vapld youth who, young Mr, Jones
was sure, wos making desperate love
to her. But Miss Brown held on like
o turtle,

“Do you know, Mr. Jonea," she was
saying In her most Intense fashion,
“that the modern woman s an jdeal
to me?"

“No, really, I don't know."” confessed
Mr. Jones, much against his will.

“But It Is true,” she continued; “and,
oh, Mr. Jones, some of the women we
read of In bookns, see on the stage and
hear of in dally life appeal so strongly
to me!"

“Yen?" sald Mr. Jones, with a rising
Inflection,

“Indecd, yes,” she responded. Then
with deep sarnestness she turned to
him:

“DId you know, Mr, Jones,” she whis-
pered, almost tragleally, “that I am &
womnn with a past?"

Yonng Mr. Jones was absorbed in
wittching the pretty girl and the afore-
| sald youth,

“Well,” he replied in an nbsent-mind-
ed sort of a way, “most women who had
lived forty years weren't born yester-
day, don't you know "

Later In the evening young Mr. Jones
told the pretty girl how it happened
that Miss Brown would forever there-
after be to him only a stranger,

Over the River,

On o pleasaunt duy last antumn a -
tle tot of a boy was standing on the
dock looking out over the water toward
the Canadian shore, e was so quiet
and sad-eyed thut a good-natured po-
liceman, who saw him there, cnme up
1o speak to him, Before Lie had a chance
for that, however, the boy had spoken
to him,

“ls that heaven over there, sir? he
asked, with o faint tremor in bis volee,

“Well, I should say not, my little
man,"” laughed the policeman, *“I'bat's
Windsor."

“Well, that's the river, lsn't it?* ank-
ed the boy with a stubbiorn kind of per-
sistence which the policeman's laugh
had not affected in the least.

“Yes, that's the river. There ain't
any mistake about that,”

“T'hen,"” sald the boy, irmly, “that's
heaven over there."”

The policeman looked at him curl-
ously,

“What makes you say that?" Inquir-
ed the policeman, with a swlle of en-
conragement.

“Becnuse,” and the boy's lip trembled
and his eyes grew molst, “Mamma wen!
to heaven last week and she told m
she would meet her little boy there nnd
yesterday when 1 asked papa where
heaven was he told me It was over the
river. Now, slr.,” nnd he was very enr-
nest and serlous, “they wouldn't tell we
storles, would they "

Then the big pollcemnn sat down, and
taking the boy on his knee they tnlked
together a long time.—Free Press,

A Curious Hiding Place.

Many people have curlons hiding
places in which they keep thelr savings,
but there could hardly be a more In-
genlous or curlous "savings bank" than
that which recently came to light In
Bucks County., An old woman who
lived alone In a little cottage at Riegels-
ville was known to have amassed con-
siderable wealth, and it was also known
that she had po faith In the established
banks and saving funds, But where
the old woman kept her money wns a
mystery, untll she came to die a few
days ago. Then a thorough senrch was
made of the premises, without disclos.
ing the hidng place. Filoally, when
the body was belong prepared for burial,
a porous plaster on the old womun's
alde was noticed, which did not lle ax
close to the skin us such plasters gener-
nlly do. When the plaster wus re-
moved a number of government bonds
representing the old woman's entive
fortune, were found between it apd the
| skia.—Philndeiphls Record,

| The Diversions of Bishops
| Fencing, as a rule, Is not enltivated
by eccleslastics uunless, perhaps, they
| huppen to be milliary chaplalus. There
are at present, however, In Frapce an
| archblabiop and two bishops who are
| experts In the use of the folls. Mgr.
Ardin, archbishop of Bens, has a bout
with the skewers every morning in his
palace. The bishop of Chalons (Mgr.
Latty) 1s also a good fencer, but these
twao prelates are distanced by Rishop
| Batifoller of Mende, who Is not only an
nglle escrimeur but rides and drives
as well as some of the most finished
sportsmen of the Jockey Club, thus
showing that the cares and responsibill.
tles of a diotese are not lncompatible
with the cultivation of worldly necom-
plishmenis.—Paris Letter 10 London
Telegraph,

Be careful of the mun who compli-

up, with & vlew of culting you opeu.

will give before the laternd force of the l ments you; he Is probably putiing you
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THE MEN OF MARS,

An Arizona Astronomer Thinks They

Muy Be Nineteen Feet Talls
Percival Lowell lins gompleted a
serles of lectures In the Lowell Instl
tute course which are full of food for
thought and of Inspiration for fancy,
says the Boston Tost. In these lectures
he told his andiences what he had seen
through his telescope on the planet
Mars, and what opinlons he had form-
ed from what he saw. Mr. Lowell has
had opportunities for making acquaint-
unce with our nelghboring planet
equaled by few men on this earth. He
has established, and maintains, at his
own expense and for his personal use,
an astronomical observatory at Flag-
staff, Arizonn, at an elevation and in a
section where the clearness of the at-
mosphere and other favorable condl-
tlons offered great advantages for ob-
servation. And there he has scrotinised
Mars durlng the recent approach of
that planet to the earth

What Mr. Lowell has galned from
these observations Is a clear conviction
that the planet Mars I inhabited. And
not only this, but he reasons from what
he has seen that the men of Mars are
far advanced, at least In some respects,
beyond the present development of the
human race upon the earth. Without
attempting to follow Mr. Lowell
through the very Interesting account of
his observations and the deductions
which he draws from them, his explana.
tion of the phenomenon known as the
“canals” may be mentioned as an ex-
ample. These famous “canals,” Appedr
ing and disappearing on the surface of
the planet, have been the subject of
hopeless speculation ever since the 1tal
lan astronomer, Hchiaparelll, notlced
them. It seemed Impossible to regard
them as the work of men, hecause of
thelr magnitude and the rapldity with
which they sprang into exlstence, No
mea, it was thought, could dig so fast,
But ns Mr. Lowell sees It, a solution of
the puzzle Is ready. The markings
which we enll canals, he holds, nre not
the trenches themselves, but the broad
belta of vegetation which spring up, and
agnin fade away, along the borders of
the vast lrrignting ditches which the
men of Mars have bullt

This Is the basls of Mr. Lowell's mes.
rage regarding Mars. The cunals may
have been bullt years ago; they coertaln-
Iy are not dug year by year as they
seem to be; and it Is the recurrence of
vegetation, season after season, which
Lilngs the murkings of these fertlle
belts within the vislon of telescopes on
the earth. Then the question comes,
to what use are these eanals put? They
are seen to converge at spots which
shiow a dark green color In the telescope
at Flagstaff, These spots Mr. Lowell
calls “oases;” pod here fancy may ple-
ture, as nnalogy polats out, the luhab-
ltants of Mars congreggting durlng the
long winter of that planet to live In
Inxury upon the stores lald by during
the season of vegetation,

What sort of men Is It who have
bullt this vast system of Irrigation and
transportation and have created oases
of refuge In the midst of barrenness?
By mathematles, Mr, Lowell shows that
the men of Mars may be nlueteen feet
in helght and of corresponding physical
strength; the attraction of gravitation
there belng not more than one-third
what It Is upon the earth. And If, as
we have the right to Infer, thelir intel-
lectual development matches that of
thelr bodles, It Is not difficult to con-
ceive of the production of such works
As those which Mr. Lowell's telescope
discloses when pointed toward the red
planet in the clear air of Arizona.

It may be sald that this is fanciful;
that the observed facts do not sustain
the deductions. But the facts at least
do not contradict the bellef which Mr,
Lowell holds. The men of Mars may
clalm our confidence as existent belngs
until some one arises to show more
plainly that they do not exist,

How to Have Good Books.

All of us want our literature to be
clean, helpful and elevating, writes Ed.
ward W, Bok In the Ladies' Home Jour-
nal. But all of us evidently do not.
just the same, If we did, we would
have what we wanted and nothing else.
Nasty books are printed simply beenuse
there are nasty people who want them.
Buggestive papers are lssued, and suc-
cessfully so, because there are people
who read them. Those of us who are
fond of good books are indignant be-
cause such books as “Esther Waters,"
“The Heavenly Twins,” “The Green
Carnation,” “The Yellow Aster" nre
successful. But why are they snccess.
ful? Because we buy them, and when
Isay “we" I mean “we," 1 do not mean
the other man or the other woman up-
on whose shoulders we are always
ready to transfer the blame, I Lave
very quletly made a study of the
sources from which a great deal of this
cry of bad or ephemeral literature
comes, and 1 find that it comes, In
quite respectable proportions, from the
very people who buy these books and
help them to success, Now, one thing
is sbsolutely true: just so long as we
continue buying these books, Just so
long will we have them. When we
stop buying, depend upon It the nuth.
ors will stop writing them and the pub-
lishers wiil stop Issning them, But If
we buy "Heavenly Twins" why, there
will be more “Heavenly Twins,"” and a
year hence we will have *“Infernal
Triplets.” This whole question Is slin.
ply one of demand and supply; so long
15 the demand contlnues so will the
supply.

New Allments,

“Strange, aln’t I, the new kinds of
allments folks has?" remnrked Mr. Sim-
rl Bmith, after reading his newspaper,

“Now I've been a-reading nn adver-
tisement In here of a new medicine, nond
it says IU's dreadful good for u sluggish
lver."

“ILiver tronble nin't no new disense,
pa,” responded Mrs, Buith, “I remem-
per grandfather having liver trouble
when 1 wasn't more'n ten year old,"

“I was sa-saying that this medicine
was good for sluggish liver, Martha
Anp, and what beats me Is how them
slugs gets luside the liver, anyhow."

The hen Is 4 cheerful biped. Bhe will
slt unruffed on a china egg for three
successive weeks nnd then come out In- |
to the barnyard nud screpely Inform

the farmer he needs o bair cut.—Adams |
Freemnn, |

“Does your uncle remember you In |
making bis will?' Charlle—"He use |

have, for there 18 no mention of myp
pame o iL"—=Chlcago Inter Occan.

|
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